
The Hellenic (Greek) 🇬🇷    War of Independence: how it actually started (and why the 
“Albanian war   🇦🇱” claim doesn’t survive evidence) 

 

Let’s put the mythology aside and stick to what is documented. 

 

1) The Revolution didn’t begin in 1821 — it began decades earlier in Greek print, networks, 
and planning 

 

Before a single shot was fired, you already have: 

 

 • Greek-language political publishing in Vienna (including Efimeris, 1790–1797) and the 
wider Greek Enlightenment/merchant diaspora ecosystem that could fund printing, 
education, and agitation. 

 

 • Rigas Feraios (Rhigas Velestinlis) writing revolutionary texts in Greek and being arrested 
(1797) and executed by Ottoman authorities (1798). That is pre-1821 revolutionary 
infrastructure, in Greek, aimed at liberation. 

 

 • A clear precursor organisation in Paris: the Ellinoglosso Xenodocheio (“Hellenophone 
Hotel”, founded 1814), associated with Grigorios Zalykis and Athanasios Tsakalov, and linked 
in the standard narrative as part of the pre-Filiki preparatory world. 

 

 • The Filiki Etaireia, founded in Odessa (1814) as a secret society explicitly aimed at 
revolution, with recruitment, oaths, and coordinated mobilisation. 

 

This matters because it demolishes the talking point: 

 

“Greece was invented by Great Powers / Greeks weren’t organised / Greeks didn’t have 
literacy or networks.” 

 

The organisational record is older than the war itself. 



 

⸻ 

 

2) What “started” the war in 1821: coordinated proclamations + uprisings, not foreign 
puppetry 

 

A clean timeline: 

 

 • Alexandros Ypsilantis’ proclamation (Fight for Faith and Fatherland) in Feb 1821 in the 
Danubian Principalities is one of the recognised ignition events in the broader revolutionary 
sequence.   

 

 • In the Peloponnese, revolutionary declarations and inscriptions are documented (e.g., the 
Patras Declaration dated 22 March 1821 is widely referenced and preserved).   

 

Whatever someone’s theory about Great Power “design”, the sequence shows Greeks 
initiating and sustaining revolt for years before decisive Great Power intervention. 

 

⸻ 

 

3) Foreign help existed — but it didn’t create the revolt. It arrived after Greeks proved they 
could fight and govern 

 

Two realities can be true at once: 

 

(A) Greeks fought, organised, and financed the cause early. 

 

Before the official start of the revolution in 1821 and the subsequent involvement of foreign 
banks, the movement was funded through a grassroots "bottom-up" approach. The primary 
financier was the Greek Diaspora—merchants, shipowners, and intellectuals living in 
wealthy European cities.  



The "venture capital" for the revolution came from three main sources:  

 

1. The Philiki Etaireia (The Society of Friends)  

Founded in Odessa in 1814, this secret society was the engine behind the revolution. It 
operated like a modern non-profit mixed with a revolutionary cell.  

 

* Membership Fees: Members were required to pay an entrance fee and a monthly 
subscription. The amount varied based on the member's wealth; "Priests" (a high rank in the 
society) were expected to contribute significantly more. 

 

* The "Great Fund": They established a central treasury to purchase weapons, gunpowder, 
and to fund the travel of agitators across the Balkans.  

 

2. Wealthy Diaspora Merchants  

Greek merchants had established powerful trading networks in cities like Odessa, Trieste, 
Vienna, and Marseille.  

 

* Panagiotis Sekeris: A wealthy merchant in Constantinople who became the society’s 
treasurer. When the organization was near bankruptcy in 1818, he donated his entire 
personal fortune to keep it afloat. 

 

* The Kaplanis and Zosimas Brothers: Wealthy traders in Russia and Italy who funded the 
"National Awakening" by paying for the printing of Greek books and the founding of schools, 
which laid the ideological groundwork for the revolt.  

 

3. The "Shipowners of the Islands"  

The Greek merchant marine was one of the largest in the Mediterranean due to the 
Napoleonic Wars.  

 

* Self-Funding: Shipowners from islands like Hydra, Spetses, and Psara (such as the 
Kountouriotis family) used their own profits to convert merchant vessels into warships. 



 

* Manto Mavrogenous: A wealthy noblewoman from Mykonos who spent her entire family 
fortune to equip two ships and lead a private army, eventually becoming a symbol of the 
financial sacrifice made by the elite.  

 

Why this matters : 

 

The fact that the movement was initially funded by private Greek capital is significant 
because it meant the revolution wasn't a "proxy war" started by foreign powers. Britain and 
Russia were actually quite hostile to the idea of a Greek revolt at first; it was only after the 
Greeks proved they could fund and sustain the fight themselves for several years that the 
Great Powers stepped in.  

 

(B) Foreign money and intervention mattered later. 

 

On financing, the London loans are especially useful because they’re quantified: 

 

 • The 1824 loan nominal £800,000, with £472,000 disbursed (59%).   

 

 • The 1825 loan nominal £2,000,000, with £1,100,000 disbursed (55.5%).   

 

 • LSE economic history work treats these as the famous “Independence Loans” floated 
while Greece was still fighting and not fully recognised as sovereign.   

 

And yes: Lord Byron is not folklore. There is modern archival reporting on his £4,000 cheque 
tied to the provisional government and emergency needs around Missolonghi.   

 

So: no, Greece wasn’t “gifted” a state by magic. But also yes, Philhellenism and Great Power 
politics eventually became decisive—that’s normal for 19th-century revolutions. 

 



https://www.google.com.au/amp/s/amp.theguardian.com/books/2021/apr/18/revealed-
lord-byrons-4000-cheque-that-helped-create-modern-greece 

 

⸻ 

 

4) “Souliots / Arvanites / Albanian-speakers” — the lazy identity swap is historically illiterate 

 

 • Language ≠ national identity, especially in the Ottoman Balkans. 

 

 • Many Orthodox ‘Albanian’- 

speaking communities (including Souliotes) are treated in mainstream reference works as 
Orthodox groups with Albanian-speaking elements and a complex identity history; they are 
not a free pass to rebrand the entire Greek Revolution as “Albanian”. 

 

More importantly: even if someone insists “X hero spoke Arvanitika”, it proves only this: 

 

The Greek Revolution was fought by Greeks of multiple mother tongues (Greek-speaking, 
Arvanitika-speaking, Vlach-speaking, etc.) under a shared revolutionary political identity. 

 

That is not “Albanian independence.” It is Greek independence with regional Balkan 
complexity, like every Ottoman-era uprising. 

 

⸻ 

 

5) “Where did the fighters come from?” — from the Greek world that actually existed (and is 
documented), not from fantasy 

 

If someone claims Greece had “no people”, “no literacy”, “no Greek language”, or “no 
continuity of Greek communities”, point them to demographic-historical scholarship, 
including: 



 

 • Research on Asia Minor Greek communities at the close of the Ottoman era (historical 
demography and forced migration literature).   

 

 • Studies summarising how Athens under Ottoman rule had documented population 
structure and change over time (showing continuity and flux, not disappearance).   

 

⸻ 

 

6) “Albania was just a geographical expression” 

 

A famous line often attributed to Bismarck.  

 

In the Congress of Berlin, the diplomatic conference to reorganise the states in the Balkan 
Peninsula after the Russo-Turkish War of 1877–78, Otto von Bismarck representing Germany 
stated: 

 

"Albania was nothing but a geographical expression".  

 

Reference: 

 

Piro Misha, Invasion of a nationalism: Myth and Amnesia, in: Albanian Identities: Myth and 
History, Editors: Stephanie Schwandner-Sievers, Bernd Jürgen Fischer, Indiana University 
Press, 2002, p.40 

 

https://ia800800.us.archive.org/29/items/StephanieSchwandnerSieversBerndJ.FischerAlbani
anIdentitiesMythAndHistory/StephanieSchwandner-
sieversBerndJ.FischerAlbanianIdentitiesMythAndHistory_text.pdf 

 

The most responsible way to discuss this is: 



 

 • Scholars discuss that the “geographical expression” framing appears in debates about the 
Albanian question and late 19th-century diplomacy.   

 

 • But also: nationalism formation is complex, and Albanian nationalism did not suddenly 
appear from nowhere in a single year; scholars explicitly caution about simplifying it to 
“1878 only”.   

 

So: 

 

“Even sympathetic scholarship recognises that Balkan national identities were politically 
constructed in the 19th century, and that diplomatic actors often treated ‘Albania’ as an 
administrative/geographical problem — not as an already consolidated nation-state.” 

 

⸻ 

 

Summary: 

 

The Greek War of Independence wasn’t “invented by Great Powers” and it wasn’t an 
“Albanian war.” Greek revolutionary preparation is documented before 1821 in Greek 
publishing and political activity (e.g., Vienna’s Efimeris, Rigas Feraios, and the Filiki Etaireia 
founded in Odessa, 1814).  Foreign funding helped later (London “Independence Loans” in 
1824–1825, with only ~59% and ~55.5% actually disbursed), and Philhellenes like Lord Byron 
supported the cause, but none of that replaces Greek agency.   Albanian-speaking Orthodox 
fighters existed (as in many Balkan uprisings), yet language ≠ nationality in the Ottoman 
Balkans, and it doesn’t let anyone rebrand the entire Greek Revolution. 

 

⸻ 

 

KEY PLAYERS IN THE WAR: 

 

   PHANARIOTE / DIASPORA POLITICAL ELITE 



 

              Alexandros Ypsilantis 

 

Background 

 • Born 1792, Constantinople. 

 • Family from Pontic Greek elite of Trabzon. 

 • Phanariote aristocracy. 

 • Russian imperial military officer before 1821. 

 • Leader of the Filiki Etaireia. 

 

Albanian connection? 

 • None documented. 

 • Family firmly embedded in Greek Orthodox Phanariote network. 

 

Identity category: Greek Phanariote elite (Constantinopolitan / Pontic). 

 

🏛     Ioannis Kapodistrias 

 

Background 

 • Born 1776, Corfu (Venetian Ionian Islands). 

 • Father: Corfiote noble (Italian-Venetian lineage fully Hellenized centuries earlier). 

 • Mother: Greek noble family (Gonemis), roots in Cyprus → Crete → Epirus → Corfu. 

 • Russian foreign minister before becoming Governor of Greece. 

 

Albanian connection? 

 

 • None documented. 

 • Ionian Greek aristocratic lineage. 



 

Identity category: Ionian Greek aristocracy. 

 

🏛     Alexandros Mavrokordatos 

 

Background 

 • Phanariote family. 

 • Educated in Europe. 

 • Architect of constitutional government efforts. 

 

Albanian connection? 

 • None. 

 • Constantinopolitan Greek political dynasty. 

 

   PELOPONNESIAN MILITARY CLANS 

 

⚔     Theodoros Kolokotronis 

 

Background 

 • Born 1770, Messenia. 

 • Klepht family in Arcadia. 

 • Deeply rooted Peloponnesian Greek clan. 

 

Albanian connection? 

 • None documented. 

 • Greek klepht tradition. 

 

⚔     Petros Mavromichalis 



 

Background 

 • Leader of the Maniots. 

 • Clan with long anti-Ottoman resistance. 

 • Southern Peloponnese. 

 

Albanian connection? 

 • None documented. 

 • Maniot Greek clan identity distinct and well recorded. 

 

⚔     Andreas Zaimis 

 

Background 

 • Born Kerpini, Achaea. 

 • Peloponnesian notable family. 

 

Albanian connection? 

 • None documented. 

 

   CENTRAL GREECE & RUMELI 

 

⚔     Georgios Karaiskakis 

 

Background 

 • Born in Thessaly (Mavrommati). 

 • Rumeliot war leader. 

 

Albanian connection? 



 • Sometimes claimed in popular internet narratives. 

 • No solid archival evidence of Albanian ethnicity. 

 • Identified consistently in sources as Greek Orthodox klepht captain. 

 

⚔     Athanasios Diakos 

 

Background 

 • Born in Phocis. 

 • Cleric turned military leader. 

 • Martyred at Alamana. 

 

Albanian connection? 

 • None documented. 

 • Firmly Central Greek Orthodox background. 

 

   CLERICAL LEADERS 

 

Background 

 • Born Dimitsana, Arcadia. 

 • Metropolitan of Patras. 

 • Key ecclesiastical political actor. 

 

Albanian connection? 

 • None. 

 

✝     Papaflessas 

 

Background 



 • Born Poliani, Messenia. 

 • Archimandrite. 

 • Political radical inside Filiki Etaireia. 

 

Albanian connection? 

 • None. 

 

   THE SOULIOT QUESTION (Often debated) 

 

⚔ Markos Botsaris 

 

Background 

 • From Souli (Epirus). 

 • Souliotes were Orthodox highland warrior communities. 

 • Spoke a form of Albanian dialect (Arvanitika variant). 

 

Notes: 

 

Arvanites are Greek- and say so themselves  

 

https://etheses.dur.ac.uk/248/1/Mast_Thesis_7-5-
10.pdf?DDD5+=&utm_source=chatgpt.com  

 

This 670-page volume is considered a foundational text for understanding the Indo-
European, Latin, Romance, and Slavic components of the Albanian language. It is not an 
indigenous European language like Basque  

 

https://fsi-languages.yojik.eu/languages/Abadzi/Albanian/albanian-orel-etymological-
dictionary%20(2).pdf 



 

Important distinction: 

 

 • Linguistic ≠ national. 

 • Souliotes self-identified within the Greek revolutionary framework. 

 • Correspondence during war overwhelmingly in Greek. 

 • Integrated into Greek revolutionary command structure. 

 

Were they Albanian? 

 

 • They were ‘Albanian related’ -speaking Orthodox highlanders. 

 • They did NOT fight for an Albanian state. 

 • They fought under the Greek revolutionary banner. 

 • 19th-century national categories cannot be retroactively imposed simplistically. 

 

Conclusions: 

 

   What This Actually Shows 

 1. The core leadership of the revolution was overwhelmingly: 

 

 • Peloponnesian Greek clans 

 • Phanariote Greeks 

 • Ionian Greeks 

 • Central Greek klepht leaders 

 • Orthodox clergy 

 

 2. The only serious linguistic Albanian-speaking presence: 

 



 • Souliotes 

 • Some Arvanite island communities 

 

 3. No major revolutionary leader: 

 • Declared an Albanian political objective 

 

 • Sought an Albanian state 

 • Issued proclamations in Albanian 

 

 4. The political ideology was explicitly framed            as: 

 

 • “Υπέρ Πίστεως και Πατρίδος” 

 • Restoration of Hellenic political sovereignty 

 

Final Historical Observation 

 

The Greek War of Independence was: 

 

• Not ethnically monolithic 

• Not linguistically monolithic 

• But politically and institutionally Greek 

 

It resembles other Ottoman revolutions: 

 

 • Multi-lingual Orthodox populations 

 • Regional warrior elites 

 • Diaspora financing 

 • Secret societies 



 

What it was not: 

 

 • An Albanian national liberation movement. 

 

 • A foreign invention detached from local agency. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


