
 



The Iliad’s Little-Known Indigenous and Proto Greeks (Hellenes 🇬🇷)  

 

One of the greatest pieces of literature the entire world has ever received is the Iliad by 
Homer- circa 800 BCE. 

 

It not only provides teachings that are still relevant today, but may also provide us a glimpse 
into the actual historical past. 

 

There is no certain time period that we can pinpoint for this epic poem as being set in - as it 
has been proposed that it was set in 1300 BCE - where scholars currently debate that it was 
more likely related to a time period of the 12th century BCE give or take 50 years. 

 

Not only is it likely that a layer of Troy dating to this time period has been found in Anatolia, 
but we have also been fortunate enough to find that some of the ‘Mythical’ Hellenic Cities 
did in fact exist - most notably Mycenae and most recently, Nestor’s Palace in Pylos (both in 
the Peloponnese Hellas/Greece.) 

 

These Cities are gaining notice and fame due to recent DNA studies on the Griffin Warrior of 
Pylos who has been dated back to these Mythical times at circa 1,440 BCE who has been 
found to be indigenous to this area - as is the talk of some of the participants in the Trojan 
War- such as the  ‘mythical’ Pelasgians which are indigenous to Hellenic Lands. 

 

Pelasgians are included as being participants in the Trojan War, and also coming from the 
Peloponnese (as well as being from other  parts of Hellas - such as Crete, who also 
participated in the Trojan War.)  

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/363157583_A_genetic_probe_into_the_ancient_
and_medieval_history_of_Southern_Europe_and_West_Asia 

 

 

Not many people are aware that there are also other Indigenous and Proto Hellenes 
mentioned in the Iliad- that have been attested in other Ancient Greek works post the Iliad- 
and noted as separately to Pelasgians in this Epic Poem. 



 

These include the likes of the Minyans, Dryopes, Abantes and Carystus. 

 

Minyans: 

 

One of the key Indigenous Hellenic peoples that are mentioned in the Iliad are the Minyans - 
listed separately to the Pelasgians in the Iliad’s catalogue of ships. 

 

Pelasgians are mentioned as being under the lead of Achilles, alongside Myrmidons, 
Hellenes and Achaeans. 

 

Minyans are listed as being under the lead of the twins- Ascalaphus and Ialmenus. 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalogue_of_Ships 

 

 

In Greek mythology, Ascalaphus or Askalaphus (/əˈskæləfəs/; Ancient Greek: Ἀσκάλαφος 
Askalaphos), was son of Ares and the Minyan princess Astyoche, daughter of King Actor of 
Orchomenus. Ascalaphus (sometimes Askalaphus) was also a king of the Minyans, and twin 
brother of Ialmenos. These brothers were counted among the Argonauts and the suitors of 
Helen, and led the Orchomenian contingent in the Trojan War] where Deiphobos threw a 
spear and killed him. 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascalaphus_of_Orchomenus 

 

*I note- that in my readings- it is noted that Pelasgians spoke a language unknown to the 
Hellenes (attested by Herodotus) - but there is no mention of these other Indigenous 
Hellenes as speaking any other language to that of Greek. 

 

According to Greek mythology and legendary prehistory of the Aegean region, the Minyans 
or Minyae (Greek: Μινύες, Minyes) were an autochthonous group inhabiting the Aegean 



region. The extent to which the prehistory of the Aegean world is reflected in literary 
accounts of legendary peoples, and the degree to which material culture can be securely 
linked to language-based ethnicity have been subjected to repeated revision. 

The Mycenaean Greeks reached Crete as early as 1450s BC. Greek presence on the 
mainland, however, dates to 1600 BC as shown in the latest shaft graves. Other aspects of 
the Minyan period appear to arrive from northern Greece and the Balkans, in particular 
tumulus graves and perforated stone axes. John L. Caskey's interpretation of his 
archaeological excavations conducted in the 1950s linked the ethno-linguistic "Proto-Greeks" 
to the bearers of the Minyan (or Middle Helladic) culture. More recent scholars have 
questioned or amended his dating and doubted the linking of material culture to linguistic 
ethnicity. 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minyans 

 

https://www.maicar.com/GML/Minyas.html 

 

 

Abantes: 

 

The Abantes or Abantians (Greek: Ἄβαντες, Ábantes) were an Ancient Greek tribe. Their 
home was Euboea.  

 

The Abantes were a Proto-Greek tribe,  which settled in the island of Euboea. When the 
Trojan War concluded, the Abantes wandered around for a while, and finally settled in the 
region of Thesprotia. 

 

Herodotus states that many Abantes from Euboea had established colonies in Chios and 
Asian Minor. 

 

In the Iliad, Homer mentions the Abantes among the Greek allies in the Trojan War.  

Their leader was Elephenor, the son of Chalkodon. The Trojan warrior Agenor killed 
Elephenor.  



 

https://books.google.com.au/books?id=bzQlVMnQ5KUC&pg=PT63&redir_esc=y#v=onepage
&q&f=false 

 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abantes 

 

 

Carystus: 

 

Carystus (/kəˈrɪstəs/; Greek: Κάρυστος, near modern Karystos) was a polis (city-state) on 
ancient Euboea. It was situated on the south coast of the island, at the foot of Mount Oche. 
It is mentioned by Homer in the Catalogue of Ships in the Iliad, as controlled by the Abantes. 

 

The name also appears in the Linear B tablets as "ka-ru-to" (identified as Carystus).   

 

Thucydides writes that the town was founded by Dryopes. Its name was derived from 
Carystus, the son of Cheiron.  

 

https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.01.0200:book=7:chapte
r=57&highlight=dryopes 

 

 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.01.0134:book=2:card=51
1&highlight=carystus 

 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carystus 

 

 



Dryopes: 

 

Dryopes (/ˈdraɪəpiːz/; Ancient Greek: Δρύοπες) or Dryopians (/draɪˈɒpiənz/) were one of the 
aboriginal tribes of ancient Greece. According to Herodotus, their earliest abode is said to 
have been on Mount Oeta and its adjacent valleys, in the district called after them, Dryopis 
(Δρυοπίς). The Dorians settled in that part of their country which lay between Oeta and 
Parnassus, and which was afterwards called Doris; but Dryopis originally extended as far 
north as the river Spercheius. The name of Dryopis was still applied to the latter district in 
the time of Strabo, who calls it a tetrapolis, like Doris. 

 

Heracles, in conjunction with the Malians, is said to have driven the Dryopes out of their 
country, and to have given it to the Dorians; whereupon the expelled Dryopes settled at 
Hermione and Asine in the Argolic peninsula, at Styrus and Carystus in Euboea, and in the 
islands of Cythnus and Cyprus.] These are the six chief places in which we find the Dryopes 
in historical times] Later, Thucydides identifies Carystus as Dryopian, but nearby Styria as 
Ionian. 

 

Dicaearchus gives the name of Dryopis to the country around Ambracia, from which we 
might conclude that the Dryopes extended at one time from the Ambraciot Gulf to Mount 
Oeta and the Spercheius 

 

https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.04.0064:entry=dryopes-
geo&highlight=dicaearchus%2Cdryopes 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dryopes 

 

 

 


